irainian- Pilot 


SUNDAY | 3.15.20 | PILOTONLINE.COM | Our 155th year | $3.00 


STAFF PHOTOS BY JONATHAN GREUNKE (ABOVE) 
AND KRISTEN ZEIS (TOP) 


STRANGE 
DAYS 


INDEED 


As we enter uncharted territory, 
a bit of fear — and even a run on 
toilet paper — should help cut 
the coronavirus off at the pass 


B William & 
Mary staff 
member tests 
positive for 
virus. 

Page 2 

E North 
Carolina 
governor 
orders schools 
closed for two 
weeks. Page 6 
E President 
Trump 
expands travel 
ban to U.K., 
tests negative 
for virus. 
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E What the 
virus does to 
your body. 
Page 17 


“All these 
closings 
shouldn’t be 
looked at as 
scary,” said 
Carrie Dolan, 
an epidemiolo- 
gist and assist- 
ant professor 
of health sci- 
ences at the 
College of 
William & 
Mary. 


A man walks 
past an empty 
marquee sign 
Friday at The 
NorVa in 
Norfolk. 


By JOANNE KIMBERLIN 
Staff writer 


Editor’s note: The coronavirus 
outbreak is a serious threat. We are 
taking every step to make sure our 
coverage is well-sourced and ethical. 
We believe providing facts empowers 
readers to make informed decisions 
about their health. 


Faced with a mysterious new 
virus, scary headlines and mixed 
messages, it’s easy to become 
alarmed no matter how many ex- 
perts say there’s no need. 

Add in a cascade of ominous- 
sounding responses from officials 
and organizations — closings, quar- 
antines, roiling stock markets — and 
concern can escalate to panic. 

YouTube videos showing shop- 
pers fighting over toilet paper in 
Australia have gone viral. 

But while that kind of behavior is 
irrational — not to mention embar- 
rassing for the species — a certain 
level of panic in times like these 
actually pays off for the herd. 

Fear propels people to alter the 
hygiene and social patterns that let 
viruses leap easily between bodies. 

We do a better job washing our 
hands. We stick closer to home, 
lowering our chances of encounter- 
ing exotic bugs. We avoid the petri 
dish of elbow-to-elbow crowds. 

Carrie Dolan is an epidemiologist 
and assistant professor of health 
sciences at the College of William & 
Mary, one of a growing roster of 
schools that have shifted all classes 
to online. 

“All these closings shouldn’t be 
looked at as scary? Dolan said. 
“They’re simply a public health 
measure to decrease transmission of 
a virus we still don’t know a lot 
about.” 


See STRANGE/Page 4 
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Virginia reports Ist 


coronavirus death 


Man in 70s from James City County dies Saturday; source 
of exposure unknown. State’s number of cases rises to 41. 


By SARA GREGORY 
Staff writer 


Virginia reported its first death due 
to the coronavirus on Saturday and 
said it was likely a result of community 


transmission. 


The patient was a man in his 70s 
who contracted the virus from an 
unknown source, according to a press 
release from the Virginia Department 
of Health. The man’s cause of death 


was respiratory failure. 


“On behalf of the entire Common- 
wealth, we express our deepest sympa- 
thy for the family and loved ones of the 


KRISTEN ZEIS/STAFF 


“Pam and | were deeply saddened to 
learn that a Virginian has died from 
COVID-19,” Gov. Ralph Northam said 
Saturday night. Earlier in the day, he 
addressed the media in Virginia Beach. 


patient who died, as well as the 
families of everyone who has been 
affected by this outbreak,” State Health 
Commissioner Norman Oliver said in a 
statement. 

The man was one of eight patients 
diagnosed so far in James City County. 
State Epidemiologist Lilian Peake said 
in an emailed statement that because 
the source of his exposure hasn’t been 
determined, it’s an indicator that the 
virus is being spread through the 
community. The health department is 
investigating his contacts, she said. 


See DEATH/Page 6 


SHARING A STATE 
TITLE NOT SO BAD 
FOR GREEN RUN 


The Stallions wanted a chance 
to compete for their first VHSL 
basketball crown, but 
COVID-19 derailed their plans. 
Instead, they were declared 
co-champs with Norview. 


SPORTS 


Telling the tales of 
women who made 
history 

SUNDAY BREAK 


Mosty cloudy, 
morning rain 
High: 54 

Low: 42 

Details on the back page of Sports 
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RICHARD B. LEVINE/TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 


The official start date of the census is April 1, though it’s already underway in some 


areas of the country. 


Wildly distorted data from 
Virginia census may be unusable 


Problems stem from 
computer algorithm; officials 
say they’re working on it 


By KATHERINE HAFNER 
Staff writer 


Data from the upcoming census is 
likely to be wildly distorted and ulti- 
mately unusable when it’s released, 
Virginia researchers say. That could 
impact everything from how voting 
districts are drawn to how much money 
government services receive. 

“This will affect all decision-making 
for the next 10 years,” said Shonel Sen, a 
research and policy analyst at the Uni- 


versity of Virginia’s Weldon Cooper 
Center for Public Service. “It has long- 
term implications.” 

The problem, embedded in a comput- 
er algorithm, puts people where they 
don’t actually live and messes with age 
and racial demographics beyond an 
acceptable margin of error, the center 
found. The Census Bureau says it’s 
working on the issue. 

The census is required each decade to 
count everyone living in the United 
States. It’s a snapshot in time, not limited 
to citizens or permanent residents, and 
helps tell decision-makers, for example, 
how many teachers they need to hire in 
an area, or how many people are growing 


See CENSUS/Page 6 


